
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



184 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW. 

instances has it been found necessary to make use of the power of 
impeachment. A book on the subject is therefore of greater interest 
than it is of practical importance. Mr. Simpson's book was prepared 
by him in great part as a brief in connection with the impeachment 
trial in 1912 of a United States circuit judge, Eobert W. Archbald. 
After a short discussion of the development of impeachments in 
England, the resolutions and debates of the Federal Convention of 
1787 in regard to impeachments are fully set forth, in order to- 
determine to what extent the fifth, sixth and tenth amendments to 
the Constitution bear upon the subject. The author concludes that 
the Senate, sitting upon the trial of an impeachment, is a court. 
Hence, a respondent is entitled to the constitutional rights and 
privileges granted by the fifth and sixth amendments; and the pro- 
ceedings in the impeachment should be conducted in accord with 
the practice in ordinary courts of law. The House in prosecuting 
and the Senate in trying impeachments, are not limited to offenses 
which are indictable; but an impeachable offense is one so weighty 
in character and so injurious to the office, that every official is 
bound to know that it is of the same general character as a crime. 
An example of such an impeachable offense is to be seen in the 
Archbald case. The Appendix is not the least interesting part of 
the book; for it contains what the author believes to be the only 
complete list of the English Impeachment Trials which have ever 
been published. There is also a list of Federal Impeachment Trials 
from which it appears that there have been nine federal impeachments, 
one of a president, one of a senator, one of a secretary of war, and 
six of judges. The book concludes with certain suggested rules of 
procedure for the Senate of the United States in trying such cases. 
The impeachment of a public officer is indeed a sad spectacle; and it 
is to be hoped that our public officials will continue to conduct 
themselves in a way to make unnecessary the use of such an ex- 
traordinary remedy. Should any need arise for its use, Mr. Simpson's 
book will be valuable; until then, the "Treatise on Federal Im- 
peachments" will be interesting chiefly as history. 
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